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Throughout its history and regardless of genres, music has had values and ideals that have 
manifested themselves in the sounding world. Music has been used to serve purposes outside the 
world of music, and it has been utilised to promote ideological and political aims. Music has also 
provided the opportunity to take a step back in concert halls and to quiet down with religious 
dedication, as if the whole outside world is shut out. Then again, nature has been one of the most 
common themes of music throughout the ages. Already for thousands of years, the relationship of 
music to our surroundings, landscapes and other creatures has defined and reflected our perceptions 
of reality and our self-perception of us humans as cultural and social beings. 
 
In modern times, music has had an increasingly concrete economic value, which is connected to the 
mediatisation of music. Publishing business that began in the late 18th century was the earliest 
example of commercialisation of music, and at the other end of the time spectrum, the revenue logic 
of today’s music world can be seen in online streaming of music, for example, which has become 
the business of international exchange-listed companies. 
 
The symposium invites researchers, artists and doctoral students to come and reflect on music as an 
art form, an activity and a commodity. The event’s approach is historical, social and cultural: the 
goal is to produce information and increase understanding on the history of music and its societal 
and social context as well as on the relationship of music to the surrounding ideologies and other 
aspects of culture. The symposium also encourages the participants to contemplate on musical 
practice – on artistic activities, education and other careers as a professional in music in the past and 
present. This kind of research is reflected on, for example, in the ways that performing musicians 
and composers manage the tacit knowledge derived from their own practice. Often, this kind of 
information is naturally linked to the traditional themes of music research, such as music analysis, 
relationship between the performer and the work/composer, or interpretation. 
 
The perspective used may be the value of music, or the meaning of music – to musicians, students 
and the public, for example. The objective is to present insights into the “double nature” of music 
through research: on one hand, music is its maker’s personal creative and learning project and 
environment, and on the other hand, music is a social and cultural force and phenomenon.  
 



The symposium takes on a wide and pluralistic approach to music research. When choosing the 
themes, our objective is to be broadminded and to cross some of the existing traditional institutional 
borders. Our aim is to organise sessions that will not exclusively feature presentations with similar 
approaches, but to also have presentations that reflect on the topic from completely different angles. 
Our hope is to encourage open dialogue and to provide a platform for building new social networks 
and making the field more well-known.    
 
The participants will showcase their work in the symposium through presentations (20+10 min) and 
posters featuring information on their research projects. The presentation proposal should be short 
(2000 characters max.) and include the following information: title, research field, home university 
of the presenter and devices/software needed in the presentation. It is also possible to propose a 
session that would focus on one overarching theme and feature 3 to 4 presentations. In this case, the 
person in charge of the session should also include other participants’ proposals and the necessary 
information in the session proposal.  
 
Participating to the symposium is free of charge.  
 
Please send your proposal / poster descriptions by 22.1.2019 to email address  
 
symposiumhelsinki2019@gmail.com 		
	
Acceptance to the symposium will be notified by 15.2.2019	
 	
Please contact mts.toimisto@gmail.com for all inquiries or questions regarding the event. 
	


